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CDC FOR V.J. LYLE CONRAD 

AID FOR OFDA 

FROM DR. DONALD FRANCIS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAID, AMED, US 

SUBJECT: OUTBREAK OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE IN SOUTHERN SUDAN 

1 . ARRIVED WITH BRES TUESDAY, OCT 19, AND DISCUSSED ENTIRE 
SITUATION WITH MINISTRY OF HEALTH. MINISTRY CONFIDENT AND 
COOPERATIVE. REMAINDER OF WHO TEAM SIMPSON. SMITH, HIGHTON, 
AND UNKNOWN ZOOLOGIST ARRIVING 20 OCT. AFTER STRATEGY 
MEETING PLAN DEPARTURE JUBA 21 OCT. SOUTH STILL 
QUAREDTIED FROM NORTH. WILL TAKE A MILITARY PLANE. I PLAN 
IMMEDIATE DEPARTURE MARIDI TO MAKE CAMP. RADIO AVAILABLE 
THERE FOR MESSAGES. 
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2. EPIDEMIOLOGIC SITUATION FAIRLY WELL DESCRIBED FROM 
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HOSPITAL ADMISSION DATA. EPIDEMIOLOGISTS HERE TRACE INDEX 
CASE AS AN UNKNOWN NIGERIAN MALE OF ABOUT 32 YEARS OLD, IN 
BORDER TRADE ACROSS ZAIRE BORDER. ONSET ABOUT 15 JUNE AND 
DIED IN VILLAGE NZARA, SUDAN, FIVE DAYS LATER. TWENTY- 
EIGHT CASES FOLLOWED IN NZARA WITH THREE CASES IMPORTED INTO 
LIRGANGU AND ONE TO MARIDI HOSPITAL. NZARA AND LIRANGU 
SUPPOSEDLY INACTIVE NOW. BUT MARIDI HOSPITAL OUTBREAK WAS 
A DISASTER. 120 BED HOSPITAL WITH 83 CASES TO DATE. 48 IN 
LAST WEEK OF SEPTEMBER AND TWO SO FAR THIS WEEK. 40 TOTAL 
CASES IN HOSPITAL STAFF, INCLUDING 14 NURSES AND ONE DOCTOR. 

3. FIVE CASES WERE TRANSPORTED TO JUBA IN AUGUST AND 
SEPTEMBER. ONE FATAL CASE OCCURRED IN A NURSE SUBSEQUENTLY. 

NO CASES IN OCTOBER. TWO JUBA CASES - ONE AUGUST - ONE 
SEPTEMBER BROUGHT TO KHARTOUM. NO SECONDARY CASES IN 
KHARTOUM. TOTAL CASES ABOUT 120 WITH 65 DEATHS. 

4. IN SUMMARY, SMOLDERING COMMUNITY OUTBREAK OF HEMORRHAGIC 
FEVER WITH 50 PERCENT MORTALITY IN HOSPITALIZED PATIENTS. 

ONE LARGE HOSPITAL ASSOCIATED WITH OUTBREAK IN MARIDI. PEAK OF 
OUTBREAK HAS PASSED. TRANSMISSION DUE TO CLOSE CONTACT WITH 
ACTIVE CASES. NOSOCOMIAL SPREAD APPARENTLY INTERRUPTED BY 
ISOLATION PRECAUTIONS. DISEASE CLINICALLY SIMILAR TO 
MARBURG. ONLY TWO CASES THIS WEEK IN MARIDI. 

5. OUTLOOK FOR HUMAN SEROLOGIC AND IN-DEPTH EPIDEMIOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATION GOOD. LIQUID NITROGEN AVAILABLE. 

IF SOURCE TRULY FROM ZAIRE I DOUBT ZOOLOGIC-ENTOMOLOGIC 
INVESTIGATIONS VERY FRUITFUL. PLEASE INFORM ZAIRE TEAM. 

ALSO, I WILL CAMP IN MARIDI IF THEY GET TO BORDER. IF 
LOGISTICS OK WILL GET PLASMA. 

6. GOOD TO BE FACK IN THIS FINE COUNTRY. BREWER 
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